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Ganida is also represented in Java. Most of his avataras or incar-
nations specially Krishna, Rama, Matsya, Varaha, and NarasSrhha,
are represented by images. The devotees of Vishnu were un-
doubtedly less in number than those of Siva and Buddha, and
Vaishnavism ranked in importance next only to Saivism and

Buddhism.

The images of Brahma, the remaining member of the trinity,

are comparatively few in number*

The image of Trimurti i.e., of Brahma, Vishnu, and Siva
combined together, is also found in Java.

Another image, which is very popular in Java, is usually styled
Bhatara-Guru. It is a two-armed standing figure of an aged pot-
bellied man with moustache and peaked beard, and holding in his
hands, trident, water-pot, rosaiy and fly-whisk.. This image is
usually regarded as a representation of Siva Mahayogin (the great
ascetic), and his universal popularity is explained by supposing
that an originally Indonesian divinity was merged in him. Some
are, however, of opinion, that the image represents the sage Agastya.
The extreme veneration for, and the popularity of the worship of,
Agastya in Java are reflected in the inscriptions, and this view
seems eminently reasonable.

In addition to the principal gods and goddesses described above,
ire eome across the images of various minor gods in Java. In short,
almost all the gods of Hindu pantheon are represented in Java, and
the following observation of Crawfurd, made more than"" a century
ag&, can hardly be regarded as ah exaggertion.

** Genuine Hindu images, in brass and stone, exist throughout Java in such
variety, that I imagine there is hardly a personage of the Hindu mythology, of
whom it is usual to make representations, that there is not a statue of."

There is an extensive religious* literature in Java, based on
Indian texts. They show how the theology, mythology, religious
concepts, and the philosophy of Pauranik Hinduism made a
conquest of Java.

BUDDHISM
. We now turn to the other great religious sect, vi&, Buddhism.
We have seen above that the Hlnaylna form of Buddhism was
prevalent ail over SuvarnadvTpa towards the close of the seventh
eeiitniy AD. But the next century saw a great change, at least
m Java and Sumatra, The Hlnayana form was practically ousted
By Muhaytua which had a triumphal career in Sumatra and Java
during the period of the Sailendra supremacy.